
ENV173 : Introduction to Solar Energy 

Students in this course gain an understanding of our solar energy resource and how it can be utilized 
for a variety of energy demand applications in residential, commercial, and municipal buildings. The 
benefits and limitations of various solar energy technologies that are commonly used to produce heat, 
hot water, and electricity are examined. Students learn how to properly site, size, design, and specify 
solar hot water and solar electric systems. Students also learn how to perform an economic and 
environmental analysis of proposed systems. 
Credits  3 
Prerequisites 
MAT011: Mathematical Reasoning and Problem Solving or MAT025: Prealgebra, ENL108: Critical Reading 
& Thinking or ESL201: English for Speakers of Other Languages III: Advanced or satisfactory basic skills 
assessment scores 
Semester Offered 
Spring 
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